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It has been five months since I joined KANDU Industries and time has flown by. Thank you to
those of you who have spent time with me and helped me to become more involved in the
communities we serve. I understand the importance of community involvement and look
forward to becoming even more involved.
I am writing the letter this month because I want to talk about our clients - the people that are
our reason for being here and the reason for KANDU’s mission. It has been such a pleasure
getting to know each-and-every one of them and having the opportunity to experience their
joy from working and being here. They are achieving things, making friends, and feel great
pride in what they do. And, they love coming to KANDU.
I see the struggles they all must endure each-and-every day, and believe me there are many,
in ways most people cannot imagine. My biggest light-bulb moment was to witness the
incredible courage, hope and determination they display in going beyond their disability. Each
unique individual at KANDU embraces their own success with the collective efforts of job
coaches, families, guardians, and caregivers. They are champions and they share and create
so much joy in this world.

Executive Director Kathy Hansen hands out client paychecks.

The delight they have given me is beyond what I had expected. To see them smile, ask for a
fist bump, or tell me I look like Barbie (not quite the look I was going for but ok). Or when they
ask “Kathy, when are we going to have another Fun Day,” or explain their job and how many
pieces they did that particular day, or have someone make a special picture just for me, or
learning more about them during coffee time on Thursday mornings while they are waiting to
go to work, or even just a “Hi” that is so hard for them to get out. I could go on and on. This
experience has both humbled me and given me great determination to do everything I
possibly can to make their world a little brighter.
The people that work here, the KANDU team, have strong bonds and develop caring
relationships with our clients. The compassion and nurturing spirit that lives at KANDU is
bigger than any one of us. And although we need to make a living, we are not here just for
the job. I have actually had comments from several staff members that they would have to be
drug kicking and screaming (or in a box) before they would ever abandon our clients. I
understand this devotion now more than ever. It is so refreshing to see just how much
KANDU puts people before profit.
Yes, I have fallen in love with the people of KANDU. It is a special place that truly has an
impact on making this world better for the people we serve. As we evolve, the one thing that
will remain the same is that compassion will be at the forefront. Thank you for your support!
Sincerely,
Kathy J. Hansen
Executive Director

Jimmy Buffett Fun Day
KANDU went tropical for Tuesday's Jimmy Buffett-themed Fun Day! Not only were the dining
areas at both locations transformed into a beachside wonderland, but the lunch menu
featured a Jimmy Buffett buffet complete with cheeseburgers (in paradise, of course). There
was even a special appearance made by Gary Bersell as Jimmy Buffett, along with his parrot
sidekick! Gary is a great friend, supporter, and past executive director of KANDU. For
dessert, individual cups of sherbet were available and many had prize stickers attached,
redeemable for certificates to Rotary Gardens, 808 Cheesecake, Luke's Shave Ice and
TeeShack Mini Golf − thank you for your generous donations! Special thanks to the crew at
Best Events for planning this incredibly fun day (and initiating the impromptu volleyball
games)!
Check out our Facebook page for more photos.

A $285 value!

8 Rounds of Golf for Only $100!
Get Yours Today!

Welcome Linda!
KANDU is pleased to announce Linda Diedrich as the new director of marketing. Linda will be
responsible for leading all marketing initiatives, communications and public relations for the
organization.
Linda comes to KANDU with over 20 years of marketing and communications experience.
Most recently, she was the director of marketing at Orion Energy Systems, a publicly-traded
manufacturer of energy-efficient lighting and control systems, where she was responsible for
the strategy and execution of business-to-business marketing and brand building initiatives.
Before joining Orion Energy Systems, Linda was a senior-level marketing project manager at
The Vollrath Company, a manufacturer of high-end small wares and equipment for the
foodservice industry. Earlier in her career, Linda served as a marketing officer for Johnson
Bank in Racine, where she managed advertising, merchandising, and the company’s internal
creative services department. Linda’s diverse marketing experience will be a valuable asset
as we continue to enhance our brand position and expand our business.
In her free time, Linda enjoys spending time with her family, exercising, and has recently
taken up gardening.
"I am honored to have been selected for the marketing director position at a company with
such an important and meaningful mission and look forward to utilizing my experience in all
facets of marketing to support the organization’s fund development and client program
initiatives.”
Please join us in welcoming Linda to the KANDU family!

Gregory Phillips, Dean of Manufacturing, Apprenticeship, Technology & Transportation and John Dorcey,
Electro-Mechanical Instructor for Blackhawk Technical College give Jake Reed, KANDU’s Production and
Facilities Director a tour of their Integrated Systems Department.

Community Collaborations
A big thank you to Blackhawk Technical College for inviting KANDU’s Executive Director
Kathy Hansen and Production and Facilities Director Jake Reed to tour the college’s
advanced manufacturing training center. The group explored partnership opportunities for
helping KANDU develop best practices and efficiencies in manufacturing. The college also
presented opportunities for training programs to benefit KANDU’s overall staff development
initiatives.

A Name Has Been Chosen
We are excited to officially announce the name of our garden…

The Garden of Growth! With the tagline: KANDU can grow.
This is a fitting title, as we are not only witnessing the growth of our plants, but also our wellbeing as we tend to this space together. Thank you to everyone who submitted name
suggestions! And congratulations to our very own Julie Smith for coming up with the perfect
name, along with Heather Braumann for the addition of the equally perfect tagline.
We are also seeking volunteers to help out with the garden! If you or someone you know is
interested, contact us and become a part of our Garden of Growth!

Become A Garden
Volunteer!

Special thanks to Aaron Aegerter, Contest of Creativity theme song winner, and Drywater Productions!

Register your team today!
Volunteer opportunities also available
or become a sponsor!
Dragons on the
Web

Livin' and Learnin'
KANDU’s new Livin’ and Learnin’ program began earlier this month and clients have enjoyed
participating in various group activities, experiencing hands-on training as well as developing
socialization skills. Clients participate in weekly activities including meal planning and grocery
shopping, and have volunteered at Rotary Gardens and Echo. Additional learning
opportunities have included fishing at Kiwanis Pond, volunteer training at the Humane Society
of Southern Wisconsin, bowling, hiking at JSOL, and visits to both the fire and police
departments.
Livin’ and Learnin’ provides a person-centered approach for individuals ages 14 and up to
enhance independence when navigating daily living activities outside of work. Each client
establishes individual goals to develop and/or improve self-help, socialization and adaptive
skills to help them thrive within their community. For more information, visit our website.

More About Livin' and
Learnin'

Welcoming A Few New Friends

KANDU’s Woodland Park is home to many beautiful plants, trees, birds and other various
small creatures, making it a peaceful place to enjoy a break and connect with nature. This
mother doe and her two fawns couldn’t agree more and have been sighted multiple times
basking in the lush surroundings. Clients and staff have been consistently keeping an eye out
for this lovely family as they have added just a little more magic to our Adel Street location.
To stay up to date with future deer sightings and much more, follow KANDU on Facebook
and Instagram.

Thank You for Going the Extra Mile!
KANDU Kudos gives all employees the opportunity to acknowledge their fellow coworkers for
their exceptional efforts. Bulletin boards are available at each location listing the names of
each recipient and why they are being recognized.
June Kudos Go To:
David Daniels
Kimberly Clapper
Kelly Zastoupil
Cindy Ennis
Jake Reed (along with his wife and dad)
The Catering Crew
Sarah Davis
Karen Moen
Deb Jones
Jennifer Faulkner
Ella Miller
Sam Mylin
Julie Smith
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