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When I was asked to join the KANDU Board of Directors I was humbled and honored to
become a part of a community that is so important to me. My son Jimmy works on the
production floor at KANDU (he will proudly let you know for how many years!) and he loves
his job so much. Because of KANDU's production services, Jimmy is able to work full-time in
a safe environment, which gives me peace of mind. Caring staff are always there to offer
support if needed and he can work at his own pace. The most important thing to Jimmy is that
he can work with his friends every day. I know that he is living a fulfilling and successful life
because he spends his days doing what he loves. It makes me so happy when he comes
home and explains what job he worked on for the day.
Jimmy would be unable to work out in the community on his own, so we are both so grateful
for KANDU. The support they offer allows him to improve upon his work skills, as well as
communication and socialization. His job is just as important as anyone else's. The
production team provides important support for community businesses, and they certainly
take pride in their work. It is so important that individuals with disabilities have a choice in
where they work and that more people understand community employment is not an option
for everyone. This is why Jimmy and I are very active in the A-Team, which advocates for
workplace choice for people with disabilities.
Jimmy and I love volunteering and do so as much as we can for KANDU. When the
community sees Jimmy out and about, involved with his employer, it shows pride for his job.
Isn't that what we should all feel? You may also know Jimmy from his photo on the side of the
KANDU bus. It is so heartwarming to have community members recognize him out in public

and say, "Hey! I saw your bus today! Can I have your autograph?"
Again, we are so blessed to have KANDU in our community, offering so many opportunities
to Jimmy and others. They support the clients, their families, and local businesses. I can't
think of a better organization to advocate for.

Fiesta Fun Day
KANDU celebrated Mexican culture with a fiesta-themed Fun Day! Everyone enjoyed churros
during break and lunch included fajitas and tacos with cake for dessert in the shape of the
Mexican flag. Colorful pinatas were available at both locations with enough bags of candy
inside for every client. There was also a festive photo booth area! Each client received a
goodie bag filled with beads, stickers, and authentic Mexican band bracelets and suckers.
There was also a prize drawing including T-shirts, water bottles filled with Mexican treats,
frisbees, animated chihuahuas, and beautiful flower decorations. Special thanks to Claudia
from Day Services/Memory Care for making the cake and flower decorations!
More photos.

Dragons on the Rock 2021
Our 2nd annual Dragons on the Rock dragon boat race and festival was a huge success and
we can't thank you enough for making it possible! Whether you were an attendee, part of a
dragon boat team, food vendor, sponsor, volunteer, donor, committee member, or staff
member, your contribution allowed us to raise funds for our mission and bring the community
together for a really fun day! Stay tuned for next year's date!

THE DRAGON BOAT RACE

1st place: ABC Aviators
2nd place: Hagen Certified Public Paddlers
3rd place: Johnson Financial Group
Race Results

KERRY STREET CHEF CHALLENGE
Kerry Chef Judges' Choice: Rock City Roasters
People's Choice: Eat at Joeâ€™s Hibachi Truck

KEG TOSS COMPETITION

Erica Mortensen and Bill Neumueller

THANKS AGAIN TO OUR SPONSORS!

United Way Day of Caring
In conjunction with United Way's Day of Caring, nine staff members from Blackhawk Bank
joined us for a day of pontoon boat rides, lunch, music, and games. Thank you to United Way
Blackhawk Region, Blackhawk Bank, Captain David (who drove the boat), and Anchor Bar &
Grill for making this fun day happen!

You Can Support Livin' and Learnin'
KANDU's Livin' and Learnin' offers hands-on experience and training to adults 14+ to
enhance independence when navigating daily living activities outside of work. A highlight from
this monthâ€™s activities was a tour of the brand new ABC Supply Stadium! Maria Valentyn,
VP of Marketing and Strategy, gave Livin' and Learnin' a behind-the-scenes look into the
locker rooms, dugouts, media center, and the field itself. They even hooked us up with some
Snappers merchandise! Some other favorite community experiences this summer have
included cooking and nutrition workshops, mock dentist office visits, volunteering with local
nonprofits, and much more.
Below is a wish list of a few items we could use to better serve our participants. If you are
interested in donating, items can be dropped off at KANDU: 1741 Adel Street, Janesville.
Various size sweatshirts/long-sleeved shirts
Gloves/mittens

Blankets
Storage bins, various sizes
Silverware (for sorting and job skills practice)
Fishing poles
Chromebooks
Tablets
Board games
Wii games

More About Livin' and
Learnin'

Garden Update
Here come the watermelons, cucumbers, and peppers! KANDU's Garden of Growth has even
attracted a furry admirer. So that's what happened to the broccoli and green beansâ€¦ We
also have a few not-so-cuddly inhabitants, but beautiful nonetheless.

Now Hiring
Like most companies in the current economy, KANDU is faced with a shortage of production
workers. Clients and production workers like Adam H. are well aware of the challenges of

being short-staffed in terms of meeting current customer needs and the ability to accept new
work. This is Adamâ€™s plea to call upon family and friends to spread the word that KANDU
is hiring and stands ready to train new workers. Click below to check out our current job
opportunities and apply online or stop by to fill out an application in person at 1741 Adel
Street, Janesville.

Jobs on Indeed

October is National Disability Employment Awareness Month
KANDU is proud to support National Disability Employment Awareness Month (NDEAM).
Held each October, NDEAM aims to educate about disability employment issues and
celebrate the many and varied contributions of America's workers with disabilities. For almost
60 years, KANDU has provided job opportunities for people with disabilities throughout Rock
County, consistently expanding to serve more members of our community and offer a wide
range of services. Each of our programs have been developed to meet the needs of our
community and services are custom tailored to each individual's preferences and strengths.
KANDU's Community Employment program connects with area businesses to help identify
and develop local career opportunities for persons with barriers to employment. Clients
receive assistance in all aspects of job preparation, development, and placement, as well as
on-going support and assessments once successful community employment is achieved. Our
Pre-Vocational Program assists individuals with barriers to employment in improving work
skills and strengths by identifying their needs and preferences in a safe and controlled paid
work environment with the supervision of caring staff. Clients experience personal
empowerment and achievement as they participate in meaningful work, supporting local
businesses. To fit the needs of individuals with varying employability and social skills,
KANDUâ€™s Increased Support Program offers eligible client workers the option to receive
increased supervision in a more structured working environment, providing the tools
necessary to function in the world of work.
To learn more about how you or your company can participate in National Disability
Employment Awareness Month, click here. For more information about KANDU's services,
visit our website.

Thank You for Going the Extra Mile!
KANDU Kudos gives all employees the opportunity to acknowledge their fellow coworkers for
their exceptional efforts. Bulletin boards are available at each location listing the names of
each recipient and why they are being recognized.
September Kudos Go To:
Claudia Cruz
Sherry Shereck
Jeanette Turnmire
Sheila Krafjack

KANDU Industries, Inc.
1741 Adel St.
Janesville, WI 53546
Email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser
Unsubscribe

