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I am a blessed person. I have a wonderful family, a job that is fulfilling, and a community that
I love. I try to do my part, as many do, to give back to others and make this world a better
place. When I was asked to join the board of directors for KANDU Industries, I jumped at the
chance to provide whatever support or talent I possess to help – and, more importantly, to
give back. You see, KANDU has been a lifeline for our family. Off and on for the past 10+
years, KANDU has provided my daughter Monica with a little help to keep her employed and
fulfilled. She receives job coaching through the Community Employment Program at KANDU
and without this program, Monica would struggle to be successful in the job she loves. Her
job at the Bodacious Shops in downtown Janesville means that she can be a part of a team
with a purpose and realize the same fulfilling feelings that many of us have in our jobs. She
loves her coworkers and her job coaches, and together, they give her a sense of belonging.
Who wouldn’t want that for their loved ones?
As we enter the season of Thanksgiving, I invite you to help others live their lives to the fullest
also by supporting the KANDU Annual Giving Campaign. By supporting this, you join me in
saying THANKS and YES! to helping many more families receive services that have been so
valuable to our family and so many others. Watch for this to come soon, it’s easy to give,
every dollar makes an impact.
As a board member and parent of a KANDU client, I sincerely THANK all the past, present,
and future donors for your thoughtfulness. KANDU currently supports over 200 clients, but

there are so many more individuals that could be helped with expanded services. I also
encourage more businesses to look for ways you can provide job opportunities for people of
all abilities. I’m constantly amazed at all the programs and services that KANDU Industries
provides and the staff at KANDU deserves a big THANKS for providing services so others
can live their lives to the fullest. We are a blessed community.

KANDU has kicked off our 2021 annual giving campaign and we need your help! By donating
before December 31, your support will not only contribute to reaching our goal of $40,000, but
directly impact the lives of people with disabilities and disadvantages in our community. You
can even track our campaign progress live on our website! Over the years, donor generosity
has allowed KANDU to add and expand programs so we can offer more opportunities to
support the success and empowerment of the people we serve. For example, since 2016, 77
people have been successfully employed by local businesses through Community
Employment. Another 188 people are more empowered from the support of our PreVocational Services, and participants in the Day Services/Memory Care program have spent
56,268 hours in a warm and caring environment. Donate today to be a part of making the
world a better place for people with disabilities!

THANK YOU TO OUR WONDERFUL 3RD QUARTER DONORS!

Halloween Spooktacular
After taking a year off, we hosted our Halloween Spooktacular last week and it was certainly
a night to remember! You could find princesses, Teletubbies and penguins mingling and
munching on tasty treats provided by Best Events. The energy in the room was fun and
electric as our clients, staff and caregivers enjoyed catching up and comparing costumes! The
highlight of the evening was our clients showing off their dance moves. A special thank you to
Versatile DJ for donating their time and playing tunes that kept us movin’ and ghoulin' all night
long! This year was one of our best turnouts to date – thank you to everyone who helped put
together a great night. Check out all the photos here: Halloween Spooktacular Photo Album.

Scarecrow Contest
No one spotted any crows around KANDU in recent weeks as each department created their
own unique entry for the 1st Annual Scarecrow Building Contest! The Adel Street Kitchen
Staff's 'Edgar' took home the grand prize of People's Choice Award! Livin' and Learnin's
'Minon' made out with Silliest Scarecrow, Barberry Production took home Scariest Scarecrow
with 'Baby Skelly' and ISP's 'Wizard' won Most Creative Scarecrow. Thank you to each
participating team for your effort and creativity, along with everyone who took the time to vote
for their favorites on Facebook and Instagram!

Livin' and Learnin'
KANDU's Livin' and Learnin' took full advantage of the warmer days in October by visiting
beautiful locations and connecting with some four-legged and feathered friends. Hands-on
learning experiences included Mrs. Megan's (of SSM Health) homestead where participants
fed goats, discovered secrets from the garden, and took a hike into Natureland Park. A tour of
Beckman Mill unveiled how the mill functions and history behind it. Participants were also
delighted to visit SMILES: Special Methods in Learning Equine Skills, a therapeutic riding
program in Darien, where they engaged with the horses and learned about their everyday
activities.

Electronic Sign - In for Clients
Clients are loving the new electronic sign in system, recently implemented to improve
accessibility for all users. Checking in to work is now a breeze as clients simply click on the
image representing "in" or "out" followed by their photo.

Get Event Updates Here

For 11 years, it has been my pleasure to share KANDU's news with our subscribers. The
mission is invaluable, not only to those we serve, but to the entire community. Living with a
disability, I can identify with the experience of requiring support and compassion to live your
definition of a successful life. In fact, everyone needs a little additional support sometimes. In
a world that isn't entirely built for people with disabilities, KANDU offers to even the playing
field so everyone can enjoy connection, teamwork, and community. This issue of the KANDU
connection is a collaboration between me and the new writer and designer, Ella Miller. As I
move onto a new chapter, KANDU's mission will always hold a special place in my heart, as it
does yours. Thanks for following along on our journey!
Lauren Oftedahl

November is National Family Caregiver Awareness Month
Caregiving for a loved one can be both rewarding and a full-time job. It is important that
caregivers also take time for themselves to celebrate the identities and interests that enrich
their lives. National Family Caregiver Month acknowledges both the importance of being a
family caregiver and maintaining a sense of self. #CaregiverAnd is a campaign developed by
the Caregiver Action Network, highlighting the other roles, activities and passions that make
up family members’ lives outside of caregiving.
An integral part of having the time and energy to focus on self-care, and thus preventing
burnout and depression, is respite. KANDU's Day Services/Memory Care program offers a
caring, home-like environment for adults with disabilities and memory impairments, such as
Alzheimer's and dementia. Expert care is individually tailored to each participant's needs and

interests while family caregivers have the peace of mind that their loved ones are safe,
developing relationships with others and participating in enriching activities. KANDU's Day
Services/Memory Care is available Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more
information or to schedule a tour, visit our website (link).
For more information about the Caregiver Action Network and the #CaregiverAnd campaign,
visit caregiveraction.org/caregiverand.

Thank You for Going the Extra Mile!
KANDU Kudos gives all employees the opportunity to acknowledge their fellow coworkers for
their exceptional efforts. Bulletin boards are available at each location listing the names of
each recipient and why they are being recognized.
October Kudos Go To:
Jim Holtz
Sheila Krafjack
Kelly Zastoupil
KANDU Industries, Inc.
1741 Adel St.
Janesville, WI 53546
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