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December 1, 2021

It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year
We have reached the season when it’s time to reflect on the accomplishments we have made

throughout the year. I am happy to say that KANDU has a lot of positive things to reflect on
when we look back at 2021, even during a worldwide pandemic. KANDU welcomed Kathy
Hansen, our new executive director who has brought a breath of fresh air to KANDU. There
is a positive energy flowing within our walls and it can be felt among clients and staff. Under
Kathy’s direction, we are planning and excited about the future and its possibilities. New
processes are being created and more efficiencies are yet to come. We are blessed with
new family members who have the “chip” - our word to describe the care and compassion
that we each bring to the work we do at KANDU.
Client services continues to perform at a high level. We are receiving referrals for all
programs, have achieved HCBS (Home and Community Based Services) compliance and are
pursuing new opportunities as I write this. We can be proud of this agency's ability to identify
needs in our community and provide programs and services for the people we serve.
In June of 2021, we started the Livin’ and Learnin’ program, serving young adults in a personcentered approach to enhance independence when navigating daily living activities outside of
work. Based on a successful first year, I expect Livin’ & Learnin’ to become one of our larger
programs over time. Our Daily Living Skills program, which began in 2020, continues to be a
valuable service to assist people in gaining or maintaining employment by developing
individualized plans for expanding social, emotional and personal development.
With the purchase of a new bus in July, our Adult Day Services and Increased Support
Program (ISP) clients have been exploring the community and enjoying all that Rock County
has to offer. In September, we participated in the United Way Day of Caring campaign and
were grateful to the United Way volunteers who joined our Day services, ISP and Livin’ and
Learnin’ participants for a day of pontoons rides and picnicking on the Rock River.
Community Employment has networked with many new businesses and continues to place
individuals in meaningful jobs, challenging others to become involved in the community and
with the people we support. In November, A-Team representatives traveled to Madison to
show support for Senate Joint Resolution 69 (Employment Choice First), which was passed in
a unanimous vote by Wisconsin legislators. There seems to be something exciting
happening all the time. With the end of 2021 quickly approaching, we can reflect on this year
with plenty of pride in all that was accomplished. I am excited to see what 2022 can bring to
KANDU. It is an honor and privilege to be a part of this organization and all it offers.
- Julie Smith

Have you seen our 2021 Annual Giving Campaign commercial on 27 WKOW and 13 WREX?
Check it out by clicking the video above!

There is one month left of KANDU's 2021 Annual Giving Campaign! By donating before
December 31, your support will not only contribute to reaching our goal of $40,000, but
directly impact the lives of people with disabilities and disadvantages in our community. You
can continue to track our campaign progress live on our website! Over the years, donor
generosity has allowed KANDU to add and expand programs so we can offer more
opportunities to support the success and empowerment of the people we serve. Donate today
to be a part of making the world a better place for people with disabilities!

So Much to be Thankful for at KANDU
Clients and staff enjoyed a traditional Thanksgiving feast for lunch along with a little fun that
almost landed a pie in the face for Rod! Thank you to our kitchen staff at Adel Street and Best
Events for preparing the fantastic meal.

KANDU Superheroes Support United Way

Our November Fun Day was Superhero themed and it was a MARVELous time. Clients and
staff showed off their best superhero outfits and we were reminded that NOT all heroes wear
capes. We had Supermen, Wonder Women, mom's and police officers - just to name a few!
This day was extra special because it also kicked off our fundraiser with United Way
Blackhawk Region! Each client completed an obstacle course to earn a dollar which they then
donated back to United Way. Thank you Mary from United Way for coming out and joining the
fun! It was another great Fun Day in the books (or should we say comic books).

KANDU Adopts a Kindness Rock Garden
ISP, along with Day Services, Production, and Livin’ and Learnin’ visited Burbank Park this
month to find the perfect spot to “adopt” a rock garden as part of the City of Janesville's
Kindness Rock Garden project, an initiative to create places throughout the community for
others to enjoy the feeling of community and positive messages. The clients voted between
two different corners at the park and ultimately chose the corner by the park sign. Once the
“adoption” application is approved, they plan to place a sign with KANDU’s logo by the
garden. KANDU will soon feature our own rock garden at the Adel Street location. Clients
have already been painting rocks and will be looking for more during future outings! Be sure
to stop by both gardens and see their colorful creations in person.

Michael and Jimmy go to State!
Client Jimmy N. and Michael B. have qualified to compete in the 2021 Southern State
Bowling Tournament for Special Olympics! Together they are the 'The Pink Pinheads.' We are
wishing these two a big congrats and best of luck!

A-Team Advocates Travel To Madison
Five A-Team advocates from KANDU travelled to the State Capitol in Madison in celebration
of a massive victory! Legislators voted unanimously to pass a joint resolution that will protect
a full array of work choices for individuals with diverse abilities. Our client and parent
advocates were proud to be there to support and give thanks to our legislators. For more
information about 2021 Senate Joint Resolution 69 (Employment Choice First) and A-Team
visit https://ateamusa.net/.

NOW HIRING!
Come join the KANDU Industries production team! We are searching for responsible,
energetic, and kind leaders to work not only for a paycheck and benefits but for a bigger
purpose. We have a lot of fun here! Check out all our available jobs.

International Day of People with Disabilities
December 3, 2021
An annual occasion designated to join together to support people with disabilities in our
communities, and raise awareness of the importance of creating a future where people with
disabilities experience equal opportunity and face no barriers in all aspects of their lives—
whether it be going about their day-to-day lives with adequate accessibility in their
communities, joining the workforce, or being able to showcase their abilities and reach their
goals without facing barriers.* At KANDU, we see ability rather than disability and on this day
wanted to share that philosophy with others so they may also recognize the amazing skills
and talents our clients possess.
*Source: https://idpwd.org/event/international-day-of-people-with-disabilities-2021/

Thank You for Going the Extra Mile!
KANDU Kudos gives all employees the opportunity to acknowledge their fellow coworkers for
their exceptional efforts. Bulletin boards are available at each location listing the names of
each recipient and why they are being recognized.
November Kudos Go To:
Debra Jones
Jennifer Faulkner
Debbie Bayruther
Heather Braumann
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